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The ways of Allaah with His creation

{Similar situations [as yours] have 
passed on before you, so proceed throughout the earth and 
observe how the end of those who denied was. This 
[Qur’aan] is a clear statement to [all] the people and a 
guidance and instruction for those conscious of Allaah.} 
[QUR’AAN: 2: 136-137].

{so proceed throughout the earth and observe how the end 
of those who denied was} [QUR’AAN: 2:136].

{This [Qur’aan] 
is a clear statement to [all] the people and a guidance and 
instruction for those conscious of Allaah} [QUR’AAN: 2: 137].
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{And these days [of varying conditions] We alternate among 
the people so that Allaah may make evident those who 
believe and [may] take to Himself from among you martyrs- 
and Allaah does not like the wrongdoers} [QUR’AAN: 30: 140].

{And if it 
were not for Allaah checking [some] people by means of 
others, the earth would have been corrupted, but Allaah is 
full of bounty to the worlds.} [QUR’AAN: 2: 251].

 {Indeed, Allaah will not change the condition of a 
people until they change what is in themselves.}
[QUR’AAN: 13: 11]. 

 {That is because Allaah would not change a favor 
which He had bestowed upon a people until they 
change what is within themselves. And indeed, Allaah 
is Hearing and Knowing.} [QUR’AAN: 8: 53].

                                        
1 Reported by Muhammad Rasheed Ridha in his book Tafseer Al-Manaar (4/114). 
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“Be mindful of Allaah and Allaah will protect you.”  

 {If you support Allaah, He will support you} [QUR’AAN: 

47: 7]. 

 {And incumbent upon Us was support of the believers.}
[QUR’AAN: 30: 47]. 

 {Do the people think that they will be left to say, ‘We 
believe’ and they will not be tried? But We have 
certainly tried those before them, and Allaah will 
surely make evident those who are truthful, and He 
will surely make evident the liars.} [QUR’AAN: 29: 2-3]. 

 {And We will surely test you until We make evident 
those who strive among you [for the cause of Allaah] 
and the patient, and We will test your affairs.}
[QUR’AAN: 47: 31].

 {Allaah would not leave the believers in that [state] 
you are in [presently] until He separates the evil 
from the good.} [QUR’AAN: 2: 179].



The Ways of Allaah with His Creation    

7 

 {We will progressively lead them [to punishment] 
from where they do not know. And I will give them 
time. Indeed, My plan is firm.} [QUR’AAN: 68: 44-45].

 {And let not those who disbelieve ever think that 
[because] We extend their time [of enjoyment] it is 
better for them. We only extend it for them so that 
they may increase in sin, and for them is a humiliating 
punishment.} [QUR’AAN: 2: 178].

 {And those cities — We destroyed them when they 
wronged, and We made for their destruction an 
appointed time.} [QUR’AAN: 18: 59].

 {And We would not destroy the Cities except while 
their people were wrongdoers.} [QUR’AAN: 28: 59].

{As for the foam, it vanishes, [being] cast off but as for that 
which benefits the people, it remains on the earth. Thus does 
Allaah present examples.} [QUR’AAN: 13: 17]. 
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{And if you turn away [i.e. refuse], He will replace you with 
another people; then they will not be the likes of you.}
[QUR’AAN: 47: 38].

 {An appropriate recompense} [QUR’AAN: 78: 26].

 {And you will not be recompensed except for what you 
used to do} [QUR’AAN: 37: 39].

 {O mankind, your injustice, is only against yourselves}
[QUR’AAN: 10: 23].

 {For them who have done good is the best [reward] 
— and extra} [QUR’AAN: 10: 26].

{And fear a trial which will not strike those who have 
wronged among you exclusively, and know that Allaah is 
severe in penalty.} [QUR’AAN: 8: 25].

 {And the word 
of your Lord has been fulfilled in truth and in Justice. 
None can alter His words, and He is the Hearing, the 
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Knowing.} [QUR’AAN: 6: 115]. 

 

{[This is] the established way of Allaah with 
those [prophets] who have passed on before. And ever 
is the command of Allaah a destiny decreed.} [QUR’AAN: 

33: 38].

1

2

 {and 
you will not find in the way of Allaah any change.}
[QUR’AAN: 33: 62].

 {and you 
will never find in the way of Allaah any alteration.}
[QUR’AAN: 35: 43]

                                        
1 Reported by Sayyid Qutb in his book Fi Thilaal Al-Qur’aan (5/2870). 
2 Reported by Ibn Taymiyyah in his book An-Nubuwaat (1/11). 
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1

 

 {Say to those who have disbelieved [that] if 
they cease, what has previously occurred will 
be forgiven for them. But if they return [to 
hostility] — then the precedent of the former 
[rebellious] peoples has already taken place.}
[QUR’AAN: 8: 38].

 {It [i.e. Paradise] is not [obtained] by your 
wishful thinking nor by that of the People of 
the Scripture. Whoever does a wrong will be 
recompensed for it, and he will not find besides 
Allaah a protector or a helper.} [QUR’AAN: 3: 

123]. 

                                        
1 Reported by Ar-Raazi in his book At-Tafseer Al-Kabeer (2632). 
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{so proceed 
throughout the earth and observe how the end of 
those who denied was.} [QUR’AAN: 2: 136].
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{And these days [of 
varying conditions] We alternate among the people.}
[QUR’AAN: 2: 140].

 

{And never think 
that Allaah is unaware of what the wrongdoers do. 
He only delays them [i.e. their account] for a Day 
when eyes will stare [in horror]. Racing ahead, their 
heads raised up, their glance does not come back to 
them, and their hearts are void.} [QUR’AAN: 14: 42].

“Verily, 
Allaah gives respite to the oppressor. But when He 
seizes him, He does not let him escape.”

{And thus is the seizure of your Lord 
when He seizes the cities while they are committing 
wrong. Indeed, His seizure is painful and severe.}
[QUR’AAN: 11: 102].1

 

                                        
1 Reported by Al-Bukhaari (4686) and Muslim (2583) on the authority of Abu Moosa, 

may Allaah be pleased with him.  
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{And each [story] We 
relate to you from the news of the messengers is that 
by which We make firm your heart. And there has 
come to you, in this, the truth and an instruction and a 
reminder for the believers. And say to those who do 
not believe, Work according to your position; indeed, 
we are working. And wait; indeed, we are waiting. 
And to Allaah belong the unseen [aspects] of the 
heavens and the earth and to Him will be returned 
the matter, all of it, so worship Him and rely upon Him. 
And your Lord is not unaware of that which you do.}
[QUR’AAN: 11: 120-123].

 

{And a sign for them is the night. We 
remove from it the [light of] day, so they are [left] in 
darkness. And the sun runs [on course] toward its 
stopping point. That is the determination of the 
Exalted in Might, the Knowing. And the moon — We 
have determined for it phases, until it returns 
[appearing] like the old date stalk. It is not allowable 
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[i.e. possible] for the sun to reach the moon, nor does 
the night overtake the day, but each, in an orbit, is 
swimming.} [QUR’AAN: 36: 37-40].  

{Indeed, We established him upon the earth, and We 
gave him to everything a way [i.e. means].So he 
followed a way.} [QUR’AAN: 18: 84-85].

1

                                        
1 Reported by As-Si’di in his book Tafseer As-Sa'di (1/485).  
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The Way of Checking 

{And if it were not for 
Allaah checking [some] people by means of others, the earth 
would have been corrupted, but Allaah is full of bounty to 
the worlds.} [QUR’AAN: 1: 251].

                                        
1 Reported by Ibn Khaldoon in his book Muqaddimat Ibn Khaldoon (pg. 145). 
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{And were it not that Allaah 
checks the people, some by means of others, there would 
have been demolished monasteries, churches, synagogues, and 
mosques in which the name of Allaah is much mentioned [i.e. 
praised]. And Allaah will surely support those who support 
Him [i.e. His Cause]. Indeed, Allaah is Powerful and Exalted 
in Might.} [QUR’AAN: 22: 40].

{And were it not that Allaah checks},

 
{And if it were not for Allaah checking [some] people by 
means of others, the earth would have been corrupted.}
[QUR’AAN: 1: 251].  

                                        
1 This is because they are built for worshipping Allaah, and that is why He did not 

mention places of idol worship or fire worship. The good churches, synagogues … 
etc. were built before the Qur’aan’s abrogation of previous scriptures. As for the 
ones built after the last religion i.e. Islaam, they oppose Allaah. This is similar to 
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{Allaah is full of bounty to the worlds.} [QUR’AAN: 1: 251]. 

 

 

                                                                                             
how Allaah praises the Jews and Christians from before the time of abrogation and 
alteration, who believed in Allaah and the Last Day and performed good deeds. 
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1 Reported by Ibn Katheer in his book Tafseer Ibn Katheer (5/435). 
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{And We said, “Go down, 
[all of you], as enemies to one another, and you will have 
upon the earth a place of settlement and provision for a 
time.} [QUR’AAN: 2: 36].

{And they will continue to fight you until 
they turn you back from your religion if they are able.}
[QUR’AAN: 2: 217].

{And never will the Jews 
and the Christians approve of you until you follow their 
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religion. Say, “Indeed, the guidance of Allaah is the [only] 
guidance.” If you were to follow their desires after what has 
come to you of knowledge, you would have against Allaah no 
protector or helper.} [QUR’AAN: 2: 120].

The Way of Alternating 

                                        
1 Reported by Ibn Taymiyyah in his book Al-Fataawa Al-Kubra (5/538). 

Ibn Taymiyyah, may Allaah have mercy on him, says: 
“Jihaad can be through the means of your limbs, heart, 
calling to Allaah, establishing proofs, speech, opinion, 
planning, and manufacturing. It is obligatory to do 

what you are capable of doing.”1  
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{If a wound should touch you- there has 
already touched the [opposing] people a wound similar to it. 
And these days [of varying conditions] We alternate among 
the people so that Allaah may make evident those who 
believe and [may] take to Himself from among you martyrs- 
and Allaah does not like the wrongdoers-And that Allaah 
may purify the believers [through trials] and destroy the 
disbelievers.} [QUR’AAN: 3: 140-141].

                                        
1 Reported by Ibn Al-Qayyim in his book Ighaathat Al-Lahfaan (2/189). 
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{And these days [of varying conditions] We alternate among 
the people. [QUR’AAN: 3: 140].

 

{Alif, Lam, Meem. The Byzantines have 
been defeated. In the nearest land. But they, after 
their defeat, will overcome.} [QUR’AAN: 30: 1-23].
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1

 

 

 {Until [the time] when you lost courage and fell to 
disputing about the order [given by the Prophet 
Muhammad] and disobeyed after He had shown you 
that which you love. Among you are some who desire 
this world.} [QUR’AAN: 3: 152].

                                        
1 Reported by Al-Bayhaqi in his book Dalaa’il An-Nubuwwah (2/209). 
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 {Why [is it that] when a [single] disaster struck you 
[on the day of Uhud], although you had struck [the 
enemy in the battle of Badr] with one twice as great, 
you said, “From where is this?” Say, “It is from 
yourselves [i.e. due to your sin].” Indeed, Allaah is over 
all things competent.} [QUR’AAN: 3: 165].

“If you deal in usury [Riba] and hang onto the 
tails of cows, being satisfied with cultivation and ceasing to 
take part in Jihaad, Allaah will inflict a humiliation upon you 

which will not be removed until you return to your religion.”

“The 
People will soon summon one another to attack you as 
people when eating invite others to share their food."

"No, you will be numerous at that 
time: but you will be froth and scum like that carried down 
by a torrent [of water], and Allaah will take the fear of you 
from the breasts [hearts] of your enemy and cast Al-Wahn 
into your hearts."

                                        
1 Reported by Abu Daawood (3462) and Al-Albaani ruled it as authentic in his book 

As-Silsilah As-Saheehah (11). 
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"Love of the world and dislike 

of death.”

The Way of Granting Authority and 
Succession 

{Allaah 
has promised those who have believed among you and done 
righteous deeds that He will surely grant them succession 
[to authority] upon the earth just as He granted it to those 
before them and that He will surely establish for them 
[therein] their religion which He has preferred for them 
and that He will surely substitute for them, after their fear, 
security, [for] they worship Me, not associating anything 
with Me. But whoever disbelieves after that — then those 
are the defiantly disobedient.} [QUR’AAN: 24: 55].

                                        
1 Reported by Abu Daawood (4297) and Al-Albaani ruled it as authentic in his book 

As-Silsilah As-Saheehah (958). 
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{And Our word [i.e. decree] has 
already preceded for Our servants, the messengers,[That] 
indeed, they would be those given victory. And [that] indeed, 
Our soldiers [i.e. the believers] will be those who overcome.}
[QUR’AAN: 24: 171-173].  

                                        
1 Adapted from the book Fiqh An-Nasr wa At-Tamkeen by As-Sallaabi. 
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 {O you who have believed, if you support Allaah, He 
will support you and plant firmly your feet.} [QUR’AAN: 

47: 7].

 {And Allaah will surely support those who support 
Him [i.e. His Cause]. Indeed, Allaah is Powerful and 
Exalted in Might.} [QUR’AAN: 22: 40].

 {Said Moses to his people, “Seek help through Allaah 
and be patient. Indeed, the earth belongs to Allaah. He 
causes to inherit it whom He wills of His servants. 
And the [best] outcome is for the righteous.”}
[QUR’AAN: 7: 128]. 

{And these days [of varying 
conditions] We alternate among the people.} [QUR’AAN: 30: 

140].
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{Allaah has promised those who have believed among 
you and done righteous deeds that He will surely grant them 
succession [to authority] upon the earth just as He granted 
it to those before them and that He will surely establish for 
them [therein] their religion which He has preferred for 
them and that He will surely substitute for them, after 

                                        
1 Reported by Al-Qurtubi in his book Tafseer Al-Qurtubi (4/128). 
2 Reported by Az-Zajjaaj in his book Zaad Al-Maseer (1/466). 
3 Reported by Al-Bukhaari (7) and Muslim (1773). 
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their fear, security, [for] they worship Me, not associating 
anything with Me. But whoever disbelieves after that — 
then those are the defiantly disobedient. And establish 
prayer and give Zakaah and obey the Messenger — that you 
may receive mercy.} [QUR’AAN: 24: 55-56].

 

{Allaah has promised those who have believed among 
you and done righteous deeds.} [QUR’AAN: 24: 55].

 

{they worship Me.}
[QUR’AAN: 24: 55].

 

{not 
associating anything with Me.} [QUR’AAN: 24: 55].
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 {And We caused 
the people who had been oppressed to inherit the 
eastern regions of the land and the western ones, 
which We had blessed. And the good word [i.e. decree] 
of your Lord was fulfilled for the Children of Israel 
because of what they had patiently endured. And We 
destroyed [all] that Pharaoh and his people were 
producing and what they had been building.} [QUR’AAN: 

7: 137].

 

{And if only the people of the cities had believed and 
feared Allaah, We would have opened [i.e. bestowed] 
upon them blessings from the heaven and the earth; 
but they denied [the messengers].} [QUR’AAN: 7: 96].

 

{And thus We 
established Joseph in the land to settle therein 
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wherever he willed. We touch with Our mercy whom 
We will, and We do not allow to be lost the reward of 
those who do good.} [QUR’AAN: 12: 56].

 

{And We caused the people who had 
been oppressed to inherit the eastern regions of the 
land and the western ones, which We had blessed. And 
the good word [i.e. decree] of your Lord was fulfilled 
for the Children of Israel because of what they had 
patiently endured. And We destroyed [all] that 
Pharaoh and his people were producing and what they 
had been building.} [QUR’AAN: 7: 137].

 

{So they defeated 
them by permission of Allaah, and David killed Goliath, 
and Allaah gave him the kingship and wisdom [i.e. 
prophet hood] and taught him from that which He 
willed.} [QUR’AAN: 2: 251].
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{Indeed, We established him upon the earth, 
and We gave him to everything a way [i.e. means].}
[QUR’AAN: 18: 84].

 

“Give the glad tidings to this Ummah, of splendor, 
sublimity, religion, victory, and establishment on 
earth.”1

“By Allaah, this 
matter will be resolved so that a traveler will be able 
to go from Sana’a to Hadhramawt fearing only 
Allaah…”2

“Surely, this religion will reach the boundaries of the 
day and night and Allaah will not spare a rural or an 
urban dwelling except that he would cause Islaam to 

                                        
1 Reported by Ahmad (20715) and Al-Albaani ruled it as authentic. 
2 Reported by Al-Bukhaari (3612). 
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enter it by elevating some and degrading others. A 
glory with which Allaah elevates Islaam and a 
humiliation with which Allaah degrades disbelief.”1

“Allaah drew the 
ends of the world near one another for my sake. And I 
have seen its eastern and western ends. And the 
dominion of my Ummah would reach those ends which 
have been drawn near me…”2

“The city 
of Hirqil [i.e. the Byzantine emperor Heraclius] will 
be conquered first - that is, Constantinople.”3

{[And 
they are] those who, if We give them authority in the land, 

                                        
1 Reported by Ahmad (16509) and Al-Albaani ruled it as authentic. 
2 Reported by Muslim (2889). 
3 Reported by Ahmad (6607) and Al-Albaani ruled it as authentic. 
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establish prayer and give Zakaah and enjoin what is right 
and forbid what is wrong.} [QUR’AAN: 22: 41].

Allaah’s Way of Changing 

{Allaah is the one who created you from weakness, 
then made after weakness strength, then made after 
strength weakness and white hair. He creates what He 
wills, and He is the Knowing, the Competent.} [QUR’AAN: 30: 

54]. 

{Say: O Allaah, Owner of Sovereignty, You give sovereignty 

to whom You will and You take sovereignty away from 
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whom You will. You honor whom You will and You humble 
whom You will. In Your hand is [all] good. Indeed, You are 
over all things competent.} [QUR’AAN: 3: 26].

{Allaah extends provision for whom He wills and restricts 
[it].} [QUR’AAN: 13: 26].

{Indeed, Allaah will not change the 
condition of a people until they change what is in 
themselves.} [QUR’AAN: 13: 11]. 
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{Indeed, Allaah will not change the condition of a 
people.} [QUR’AAN: 13: 11],

{until 
they change what is in themselves.} [QUR’AAN: 13: 11].
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“If the people see an evil and they do not 
change it, soon Allaah will inflict them all with His 

Punishment.”

                                        
1 Reported by Sayyid Qutb in his book Fi Thilaal Al-Qur’aan (3/724). 
2 Reported by Ahmad (1) and Ibn Maajah (3995) and Ahmad Shaakir and Al-Albaani 

ruled it as authentic. 
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“Yes, if wickedness 

prevails.”

{That is because Allaah would not 
change a favor which He had bestowed upon a people until 
they change what is within themselves. And indeed, Allaah is 
Hearing and Knowing.} [QUR’AAN: 8: 53].

                                        
1 Reported by Al-Qurtubi in his book Al-Jaami’ Li Ahkaam Al-Qur’aan (9/294). The 

Hadeeth: Reported by Al-Bukhaari (3346) and Muslim (2880). 
2 Reported by At-Tabari in his book Tafseer At-Tabari (13/471).  

At-Tabari, may Allaah have mercy on him, said: “Allaah does not 
change the well-being and blessing of a people by perishing 

them, unless they change what is in themselves, by oppressing 
and attacking each other. Then Allaah punishes them and 

changes their (good) conditions.” 2 
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 {And Allaah presents an example: a city [i.e. 
Makkah] which was safe and secure, its provision 
coming to it in abundance from every location, but 
it denied the favors of Allaah. So Allaah made it 
taste the envelopment of hunger and fear for 
what they had been doing.} [QUR’AAN: 16: 112].

 {And how many a city have We destroyed that 
was insolent in its [way of] living, and those are 
their dwellings which have not been inhabited 
after them except briefly.} [QUR’AAN: 28: 58].

1

  

 {And those cities — We destroyed them when 
they wronged, and We made for their destruction 
an appointed time.} [QUR’AAN: 18: 59].

 {And thus is the seizure of your Lord when He 
seizes the cities while they are committing wrong. 
Indeed, His seizure is painful and severe.} [QUR’AAN: 

11: 102].

                                        
1 Reported by As-Shawkaani in his book Fat-h Al-Qadeer (4/208). 
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 {And how many a city which was unjust have We 
shattered and produced after it another people.}
[QUR’AAN: 21: 11].

 

{And how many a city was insolent 
toward the command of its Lord and His messengers, 
so We took it to severe account and punished it with 
a terrible punishment.} [QUR’AAN: 65: 8].

 

 {And whatever strikes you of disaster — it is for 
what your hands have earned; but He pardons 
much.} [QUR’AAN: 42: 30].

 {Have they not seen how many generations We 
destroyed before them which We had established 
upon the earth as We have not established you? 
And We sent [rain from] the sky upon them in 
showers and made rivers flow beneath them; then 
We destroyed them for their sins and brought 
forth after them a generation of others.} [QUR’AAN: 

6: 6]. 

“O Muhaajiroon, [emigrants from Makkah to Al-
Madeenah] you may be afflicted by five things; 
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Allaah forbid that you should live to see them. If 
fornication should become widespread, you 
should realize that this has never happened 
without new diseases befalling the people which 
their forebears never suffered. If people should 
begin to cheat in weighing out goods, you should 
realize that this has never happened without 
drought and famine befalling the people, and 
their rulers oppressing them. If people should 
withhold Zakaah, you should realize that this 
has never happened without the rain being 
stopped from falling; and were it not for the 
animals' sake, it would never rain again. If 
people should break their covenant with Allaah 
and His Messenger, you should realize that his 
has never happened without Allaah sending an 
enemy against them to take some of their 
possessions by force. If the leaders do not 
govern according to the Book of Allaah, you 
should realize that this has never happened 
without Allaah making them into groups and 
making them fight one another.” 1

                                        
1 Reported by Ibn Maajah (4019) and Al-Albaani ruled it as authentic. 
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{Cursed were those who 
disbelieved among the Children of Israel by the tongue 
of David and of Jesus, the son of Mary. That was 
because they disobeyed and [habitually] transgressed. 
They used not to prevent one another from 
wrongdoing that they did. How wretched was that 
which they were doing.} [QUR’AAN: 5: 78-79].

“Any 
man who is among a people, who commit sins, and is 
able to change this, but does not, Allaah will punish 
them all [the man and the people] before their death.”
2

3

                                        
1 Reported by Ibn Katheer in his book Tafseer Ibn Katheer (4/440). 
2 Reported by Abu Daawood (3776) and Al-Albaani ruled it as sound (Hassan). 
3 Reported by Abu Nu’aym in his book Hilyat Al-Awliyaa’ (5/222). 
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1

 

“If you deal 
in usury [Riba] and hang onto the tails of cows, being 
satisfied with cultivation and ceasing to take part in 
Jihaad, Allaah will inflict a humiliation upon you which 
will not be removed until you return to your religion.”2

“By 
Allaah, it is not poverty that I fear for you, but I fear 
that this world will be opened up with its wealth for 
you as it was opened to those before you; and you vie 
with one another over it as they did and eventually it 
will ruin you as it ruined them.”3

 

                                        
1 Reported by Al-Humaydi in his book Musnad Al-Humaydi (1/295). 
2 Reported by Abu Daawood (3003) and Al-Albaani ruled it as authentic. 
3 Reported by Al-Bukhaari (3158) and Muslim (2961). 
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1

2

                                        
1 Reported by Ibn Hazm in his book Rasaa’il Ibn Hazm (3/41). 
2 Reported by Ibn Hazm in his book Rasaa’il Ibn Hazm (2/19). 



The Ways of Allaah with His Creation    

45 

 

{How much they left behind of gardens and 
springs. And crops and noble sites. And comfort 
wherein they were amused. Thus. And We caused to 
inherit it another people.} [QUR’AAN: 44: 25-28].

 

{There was for [the tribe of] Saba’ in their dwelling 
place a sign: two [fields of] gardens on the right and 
on the left. [They were told], “Eat from the provisions 
of your Lord and be grateful to Him. A good land 
[have you], and a forgiving Lord.”But they turned 
away [refusing] so We sent upon them the flood of 
the dam, and We replaced their two [fields of] 
gardens with gardens of bitter fruit, tamarisks and 
something of sparse tote trees.[By] that We repaid 
them because they disbelieved. And do We [thus] 
repay except the ungrateful?} [QUR’AAN: 34: 15-17].
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1

 

2

 

 

{Indeed, We have tried them as We tried the 
companions of the garden, when they swore to cut its 
fruit in the [early] morning. Without making 

                                        
1 Reported by Ibn Katheer in his book Tafseer Ibn Katheer (6/507). 
2 Reported by Ibn Katheer in his book Tafseer Ibn Katheer (6/504). 
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exception.*So there came upon it [i.e. the garden] an 
affliction from your Lord while they were asleep. And 
it became as though reaped.} [QUR’AAN: 68: 17-20],

{Such is the punishment [of this world]. And 
the punishment of the Hereafter is greater, if they 
only knew.} [QUR’AAN: 68: 33].

 

1

                                        
1 Reported by Al-Bukhaari (3464) and Muslim (2964). 
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{But if you 
return [to sin], We will return [to punishment].}
[QUR’AAN: 17: 8].

{And if only the 
people of the cities had believed and feared Allaah, We 
would have opened [i.e. bestowed] upon them blessings from 
the heaven and the earth; but they denied [the messengers], 
so We seized them for what they were earning.} [QUR’AAN: 7: 

96].
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{And if only they had upheld [the 
law of] the Torah, the Gospel, and what has been revealed 
to them from their Lord [i.e. the Qur’aan], they would have 
consumed [provision] from above them and from beneath 
their feet.} [QUR’AAN: 5: 66]. 

{And [Allaah revealed] that if 
they had remained straight on the way, We would have 
given them abundant rain [i.e. provision].} [QUR’AAN: 72: 16].

{And 
remember when you were few and oppressed in the land, 
fearing that people might abduct you, but He sheltered you, 

                                        
1 Reported by As-Si’di in his book Tafseer As-Si’di (1/298).  
2 Reported by Ibn Katheer in his book Tafseer Ibn Katheer (3/148). 
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supported you with His victory, and provided you with good 
things — that you might be grateful.} [QUR’AAN: 8: 26].

                                        
1 Reported by Ibn Katheer in his book Tafseer Ibn Katheer (4/40). 
2 Reported by Al-Haakim in his book Mustadrak Al-Haakim (1/30) (207) and Al-

Albaani ruled it as authentic in his book As-Silsilah As-Saheehah (1/50). 

‘Umar ibn Al-Khattaab, may Allaah be pleased with him, 
said: “We were the most humiliated people, and Allaah 

honored us with Islaam. So, if we should seek glory from 
other than Islaam, Allaah will humiliate us.”2 
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1 Reported by Muhammad Rasheed Ridha in his book Tafseer Al-Manaar (10/33). 
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Allaah’s way of destroying the wrong-
doers 

                                        
1 Reported by Ath-Thahabi in his book Siyar A’laam An-Nubalaa’ (5/131). 
2 Reported by Ibn Katheer in his book Al-Bidaayah wa An-Nihaayah (9/200). 
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{And Allaah wants no injustice for 
[His] servants.} [QUR’AAN: 40: 31].

“Allaah, the 
Exalted Says: ‘O My Slaves, I have forbidden oppression for 
Myself and have made it forbidden amongst you, so do not 

oppress one another.’”

{And Allaah does not 
like the wrongdoers.} [QUR’AAN: 3: 140]. 

{So woe 
to those who have wronged from the punishment of a painful 
day.} [QUR’AAN: 43: 65].

{And those who 
have wronged are going to know to what kind of return they 
will be returned.} [QUR’AAN: 26: 227].

                                        
1 Reported by Muslim (2577), on the authority of Abu Tharr, may Allaah be pleased 

with him. 
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 {Unquestionably, the curse of Allaah is upon the 
wrongdoers.} [QUR’AAN: 11: 18].

 {Then away with the wrongdoing people.} [QUR’AAN: 23: 

41]. 

{Indeed 
wrongdoers do not succeed.} [QUR’AAN: 28: 37].

“Be on your guard against committing 
oppression for oppression is a darkness on the day of 

resurrection.”

{And he will have failed who carries injustice.}
[QUR’AAN: 20: 111].

                                        
1 Reported by Muslim (2578), on the authority of Jaabir, may Allaah be pleased with 

him. 
2 Reported by Ath-Thahabi in his book Siyar A'laam An-Nubalaa'(10/41). 
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{Indeed, 
Allaah orders justice and good conduct and giving to 
relations and forbids immorality and bad conduct and 
oppression. He admonishes you that perhaps you will be 
reminded.} [QUR’AAN: 16: 90].

                                        
1 Reported by Al-Qurtubi in his book At-Tathkirah p.360. 
2 Reported by Ibn Hajar in his book Fat-h Al-Baari (5/100). 
3 Reported by Al-Manaawi in his book Faydh Al-Qadeer (2/366).  
4 Reported by Ibn Taymiyyah in his book Al-Fataawa (18/166). 
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“Indeed, 
Allaah tortures those who torture people in this life.”1

 

 

{Indeed, Pharaoh exalted himself in 
the land and made its people into factions, oppressing 
a sector among them, slaughtering their [newborn] 
sons and keeping their females alive. Indeed, he was of 
the corrupters.} [QUR’AAN: 28: 4]. 

                                        
1 Reported by Muslim (2613). 
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“There is no sin more 
deserving of having punishment meted out by Allaah to its 
perpetrator in advance in this world, along with what He 
has for him in the next world, than oppression and severing 

family ties.”

                                        
1 Reported by Abu Daawood (4902), At-Tirmithi (2511) and Ibn Maajah (4211) and 

Al-Albaani ruled it as authentic. 
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 {And said: “I am your most exalted lord.”} [QUR’AAN: 79: 

24]

 {Pharaoh said: “I do not show you except what I see.}
[QUR’AAN: 40: 29].

 {I have not known you to have a god other than me.}
[QUR’AAN: 28: 38].

 {So Allaah seized him in exemplary punishment for the 
last and the first [transgression].} [QUR’AAN: 79: 25].

 {So We took him and his soldiers and cast them into 
the sea, and he was blameworthy.} [QUR’AAN: 51: 40].

{And We caused the earth to 
swallow him and his home. And there was for him no 
company to aid him other than Allaah, nor was he of those 
who [could] defend themselves.} [QUR’AAN: 28: 81].
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1

 
2

3

                                        
1 Reported by Ibn Katheer in his book Al-Bidaayah wa An-Nihaayah (10/205). 
2 In the year 363 A.H. 
3 Reported by Ath-Thahabi in his book Siyar A’laam An-Nubalaa’ (17/54), and by At-

Tabari in his book Taarekh Al-Islaam (27/148). 
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1

                                        
1 Reported by Ibn Khalleekaan in his book Wafiyyaat Al-A’yaan (5/95). 
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{Unquestionably, the curse 
of Allaah is upon the wrongdoers.} [QUR’AAN: 11: 18].

 {For them will be punishment in the life of [this] 
world, and the punishment of the Hereafter is more 
severe. And they will not have from Allaah any 
protector.} [QUR’AAN: 13: 34].

 {And those who have wronged are going to know to 
what [kind of] return they will be returned.} [QUR’AAN: 

26: 227].
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{And never think that Allaah is unaware of 
what the wrongdoers do. He only delays them [i.e. their 
account] for a Day when eyes will stare [in horror].}
[QUR’AAN: 14: 42].

 {And how many a city which was unjust have We 
shattered and produced after it another people.}
[QUR’AAN: 21: 11].

 {And those cities — We destroyed them when they 
wronged, and We made for their destruction an 
appointed time.} [QUR’AAN: 18: 59].

 {And [with] Thamood, who carved out the rocks in the 
valley? And [with] Pharaoh, owner of the stakes. [All 
of] whom oppressed within the lands. And increased 
therein the corruption. So your Lord poured upon 
them a scourge of punishment. Indeed, your Lord is in 
observation.} [QUR’AAN: 89: 9-14].

 {And how many a city did We destroy while it was 
committing wrong — so it is [now] fallen into ruin 

                                        
1 Reported by Muhammad Rasheed Ridha in his book Tafseer Al-Manaar (9/379). 
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and [how many] an abandoned well and [how many] a 
lofty palace.} [QUR’AAN: 22: 45].

{That is from 
the news of the cities, which We relate to you; of them, 
some are [still] standing and some are [as] a harvest 
[mowed down] And We did not wrong them, but they 
wronged themselves. And they were not availed at all by 
their gods which they invoked other than Allaah when there 
came the command of your Lord. And they did not increase 
them in other than ruin. And thus is the seizure of your Lord 
when He seizes the cities while they are committing wrong. 
Indeed, His seizure is painful and severe.} [QUR’AAN: 11: 100-

102]. 

{And thus is the seizure of your Lord when 
He seizes the cities while they are committing wrong.}
[QUR’AAN: 11: 102]
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{So each We seized for his sin; and 
among them were those upon whom We sent a storm of 
stones, and among them were those who were seized by the 
blast [from the sky], and among them were those whom We 
caused the earth to swallow, and among them were those 
whom We drowned. And Allaah would not have wronged 
them, but it was they who were wronging themselves.}
[QUR’AAN: 29: 40].

{And as for ‘Aad, they 
were destroyed by a screaming, violent wind. Which He [i.e. 
Allaah] imposed upon them for seven nights and eight days in 
succession, so you would see the people therein fallen as if 
they were hollow trunks of palm trees.} [QUR’AAN: 69: 6-7].

 {So We sent upon them the flood of the dam.}
[QUR’AAN: 34: 16].

 {And wronged themselves, so We made them 
narrations and dispersed them in total dispersion.}
[QUR’AAN: 34: 19].



The Ways of Allaah with His Creation  

 
68 

{And your Lord would not have 
destroyed the cities unjustly while their people were 
reformers.} [QUR’AAN: 11: 117].

                                        
1 Reported by Ibn Taymiyyah in his book Majmoo’ Al-Fataawa (28/63). 
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{And they planned a 
plan, and We planned a plan, while they perceived not. Then 
look how was the outcome of their plan - that We destroyed 
them and their people, all. So those are their houses, desolate 
because of the wrong they had done. Indeed in that is a sign 
for people who know.} [QUR’AAN: 27: 50-52].

{So those are their houses, desolate 
because of the wrong they had done. Indeed in that is a sign 

for people who know.} [QUR’AAN: 27: 50-52].

                                        
1 Reported by Al-Qurtubi in his book Tafseer Al-Qurtubi (9/114). 
2 Reported by Abu Bakr Ad-Deenoori in his book Al-Mujaalasah wa Jawaahir Al-‘Ilm 

(5/223). 
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{And 
if Allaah were to impose blame on the people of their 
wrongdoing, He would not have left upon it [i.e. the 
earth] any creature, but He defers them for a 
specified term. And when their term has come, they 
will not remain behind an hour, nor will they precede 
[it].} [QUR’AAN: 16: 61].

 

{And those 
cities — We destroyed them when they wronged, and 
We made for their destruction an appointed time.}
[QUR’AAN: 18: 59].
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{And when their term has 
come, they will not remain behind an hour, nor will 
they precede [it].} [QUR’AAN: 16: 61].

 

“Allaah gives respite to the 
oppressor, but when He takes him over, He never 
releases him.”
{Such is the seizure of your Lord when He seizes 
(population of) towns in the midst of their wrong: 
Painful indeed, and severe is His seizure.} [QUR’AAN: 11: 

102]. 

 

{And never think that Allaah is unaware of 
what the wrongdoers do. He only delays them [i.e. 
their account] for a Day when eyes will stare [in 
horror].Racing ahead, their heads raised up, their 
glance does not come back to them, and their hearts 
are void.} [QUR’AAN: 42-43].
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{Racing ahead, their heads raised up}

{Their glance does not come 
back to them, and their hearts are void}

 

 

1

                                        
1 Reported by Ibn Qutaybah in his book ‘Uyoon Al-Akhbaar (1/143). 
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“Rights will be given to those to whom they are 
owed on the Day of Judgment until even the hornless 

sheep will have retaliation from the horned sheep.”

                                        
1 Reported by Muslim (2582). 


